Appendix 1 – Timeline

	Time
	Event

	4 April

	1600
	Catalina QL-A sights KdB 360 miles southeast of Ceylon and is promptly shot down.

	After 1600
	Numerous warships and merchantmen are sailed from Colombo and sent out of harm’s way.

	5 April

	0400
	“Standby” assumed at British airfields, with pilots at immediate readiness.

	0534
	Catalina BN-L, piloted by F/L Bradshaw, takes off from Koggala to shadow KdB.

	0600
	KdB launches Colombo strike force and five search planes.

	0600?
	A routine patrol by two of 30 Squadron's Hurricanes reports 8/10ths of storm clouds over most of the island with a base of 2,000 feet.  

	0600?
	
Six Swordfish of 788 Squadron take off from China Bay to fly to Ratmalana.


	0600?
	Six Fulmars of 803 Squadron take off from Ratmalana to fly a line patrol across southern Ceylon

	0640
	100 miles south of Ceylon, Bradshaw’s crew sight six aircraft resembling Fulmars heading north in a V formation. Two minutes later four aircraft resembling Sea Hurricanes are seen heading in the same direction. Believing these aircraft to be British, Bradshaw does not break radio silence to report them.

	0648
	Bradshaw reports sighting one battleship and two cruisers 115 miles south of Dondra Head and about 180 miles from Colombo, course 290 degrees.

	0715?
	
Leading elements of Japanese air strike make landfall in the Galle area.


	By 0730
	
30 Squadron permits “small numbers of men” to go to breakfast.  


	0730
	
258 Squadron sights enemy aircraft approaching Racecourse. 


	0732
	
Hiryu’s fighter unit sights “Colombo airfield”. (This was almost certainly Racecourse.)


	0735
	
258 Squadron’s 14 Hurricanes take off from Racecourse.


	0740
	
Hiryu’s fighters attack 788 Squadron’s six Swordfish.


	0740
	Shokaku and Zuikaku’s Vals, and Soryu’s Zeros, approach Ratmalana from the south. 

	0740-0750
	
21 Hurricanes and 6 Fulmars scramble from Ratmalana in ones and twos.


	0745
	
16 Vals from Zuikaku attack Ratmalana.    


	0750-0753
	
Shokaku’s Vals attack ships inside the harbour, hitting Hector and Lucia. They strafe anti-aircraft positions and merchant ships outside the harbour. 


	0752-0800
	
Shokaku’s Vals are attacked by Hurricanes.


	?
	
Three Zuikaku Vals attack and near miss a tanker, probably San Cirilo.


	0756-0813
	The 53 Kates attack the harbour area.

	0815
	
Last Kates withdraw from Colombo area.


	0818
	
Fuchida recommends a second strike against Colombo be launched.


	0820-0836
	
Air strike force units reassemble and begin return flights.


	0820-0830
	
Zuikaku’s Zeros strafe a large merchantman.


	0830
	
10 Blenheims take off from Racecourse to attack KdB but fail to find it.


	0840
	
Akagi’s Zeros strafe a medium-sized merchant ship.


	?
	
Soryu’s fighters strafe a merchant ship.


	0852
	
Nagumo orders Shokaku and Zuikaku to remove the torpedoes from their Kates and rearm them with 800 kg land bombs, for a second attack on Colombo.  A third of the Vals on the other carriers were to change their 250kg “ordinary” bombs for 242kg land bombs.


	0910
	
CarDiv5 begins to change its Kates from torpedoes to 800kg bombs


	1000
	
Floatplane from Tone sights Cornwall and Dorsetshire


	1023
	
Nagumo orders his second wave aircraft to attack the British cruisers instead of launching a second attack on Colombo. 
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