
Appendix 1 – The Evolution of HMS Dorsetshire 

 

  
This image and the one on the next page show Dorsetshire in 1930, during builder’s trials
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Dorsetshire in July 1931
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Dorsetshire in 1932.At this time her secondary and tertiary armament is still very light, just four single 4-inch guns abreast the forward funnels and four single 2-pdr pompoms abreast the bridge
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This 1948 model, shown to better advantage on the next page, depicts Dorsetshire under refit in 1937 in No. 14 Dock at Portsmouth Dockyard.  

The twin 4-inch mountings are in place abreast the funnels, as are the octuple 2-pounder pom poms aft of the torpedo tubes.
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Dorsetshire in dock at Singapore after her 1937 refit.
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 This image and the one on the next page  

show how difficult it was for her to engage aircraft attacking from directly ahead. 
 

The arrows highlight her guns as follows: 
 

blue = twin 4-inch 
                                                                                                         red = quad .5-inch 
                                                                                                     green = octuple 2-pdr pom poms 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
Dorsetshire in 1941
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Three shots of Dorsetshire in 1941. The painting of the aft funnel and part of the hull in a light colour was meant 
to make her appear to be a single-funnelled vessel – a sloop, according to one source. The paint scheme was 
possibly first applied at Simonstown between 16 and 20 March, since this was apparently Dorsetshire’s only 
docking between December 1940 and June-July 1941. 
 
The top image was taken at Cape Town, possibly between 21 and 23 April 1941. 
 
The centre image was presumably taken prior to the June-July refit, since the ship sports what seems to have 
been the original version of this paint scheme. 

 
The bottom image shows Dorsetshire at Scapa Flow in August 1941, with a shorter length of the hull painted in a 
light colour. This revision of her paint scheme was presumably made during her June-July refit.
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Dorsetshire at Trincomalee in March 1942
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  Single Pom Pom                                                                               Starboard Quad 2-pdr Pom Pom            S2 Twin 4-inch              Quad .5-inch MG        Type 290 Radar        S1 Twin 4-inch 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 
Dorsetshire as she is believed to have appeared on 5 April 1942, based in part on the image on the preceding page.

9
   

  



Appendix 2 - Timeline 
 

Part 1: December 1941 - March 194210 

 

Date(s) Days 
at Sea 

Event 

Cornwall 

1-11 December 10 In route to Durban  

16-23 December 7 Departs Durban, escorts incoming convoy CM 24 to Durban 

24 December – 6 January 13 Sails from Durban, escorts convoy WS 12ZB to Bombay  

17-? January 4 Sails from Bombay to Aden, probably arriving on 21 January 

23 January – 1 February 9 Escorts convoy AJ 1 from Aden to Colombo 

3-13 February 10 Escorts convoy JS 1 from Colombo part of the way to Batavia, then 
detaches and returns to Colombo    

14-24 February 10 Escorts convoy JS 2X from Colombo part of the way to Rangoon, 
detaches and returns to Colombo 

1-27 March 26 Escorts Australian troop convoy SU 1 from Colombo to Fremantle  

Days at sea 89/117  

Dorsetshire 

1-7 December 6 In route to Simonstown 

13-27 December 14 Escorts convoy WS 12X from Simonstown to Bombay 

2-10 January 8 Sails from Bombay to Durban 

13-26 January 13 Escorts convoy CM 25B from Durban to Bombay  

5-8 February  3 Sails from Bombay to Colombo 

10-19 February 9 Escorts Singapore-bound convoy JS 2 but on 13 February the 
convoy is diverted to Oosthaven. Dorsetshire then escorts convoy 
SJ 1 from 14 to 17 February, arrives at Colombo on 19 February  

21-24 February 3 Sails to escort Batavia-bound convoy JS 3 but the convoy is 
recalled to Colombo and Dorsetshire proceeds to Trincomalee  

26 February – 5 March 7 Escorts Madras-Rangoon convoy MR 5, returns to Trincomalee 

5-24 March - Remains at Trincomalee 

24-25 March 1 Sails from Trincomalee to Colombo 

Days at sea 64/115   

 
 

Part 2: 26 March – 16 April 1942 
(Local time, GMT+6, is used) 

 

Time Event 

26 March - Thursday 

0500   KdB sails from Staring Bay 

0800 Somerville assumes command of the Eastern Fleet  

27 March - Friday 

 Dorsetshire enters dock at Colombo and commences refit  

 
Cornwall arrives at Colombo from escort duty. Its next scheduled task is to escort 
Australian troop convoy SU 4, due at Colombo from the Middle East on 8 April. 

28 March – Saturday 

Afternoon FECB decrypts radio traffic indicating that Colombo will be attacked on 1 or 2 April  

30 March – Monday 

1400 
Somerville sails from Colombo aboard Warspite, with Formidable, Enterprise, Cornwall, 
Caledon, Dragon, Nestor, Panther, Paladin, Hotspur, Express and Arrow 



31 March – Tuesday 

1400 Ships from Colombo and Trincomalee rendezvous south of Ceylon 

1600 
Ships from Addu Atoll rendezvous with ships from Colombo and Trincomalee.  
Somerville divides his 28 ships into Force A and Force B, with Cornwall in Force A. 

1900? Dorsetshire leaves Colombo to join Somerville 

1 April – Wednesday 

About 1430 Dorsetshire joins Force A 

2 April - Thursday 

2100 Force A and Force B head for Addu Atoll 

3 April – Friday 

0940 Cornwall and Dorsetshire are detached to Colombo 

4 April – Saturday 

0652 413 Squadron Catalina QL-A takes off for a patrol southeast of Ceylon 

1000  Cornwall and Dorsetshire arrive at Colombo.  

1200 Force A arrives at Addu Atoll  

1500 Force B arrives at Addu Atoll  

1545 
Nagumo issues Message Order Number 73. Three E7Ks are to fly search missions to a 
depth of 200 miles on 5 April, taking off at 0600.11   

1605 
QL-A reports a large enemy force 155 degrees 360 miles from Dondra Head, course 330 
degrees. The composition of the enemy force is not given. QL-A is then shot down. 

1905 

Yamaguchi sends following to Nagumo: 
 
In view of [the sighting of KdB by QL-A], it is felt necessary to advance the time of take-
off as much as possible in tomorrow’s attack on Colombo and the enemy air force, and 
at the same time to expand the area of search and patrol and keep on the alert planes 
ready to attack enemy surface vessels. 

1925 
Nagumo issues Message Order No. 74, adding two more search lines to the air search 
plan for 5 April. They are to be flown by E8Ns to a depth of 170 miles.12 

2005 
Arbuthnot advises Somerville that Cornwall and Dorsetshire are to sail for Addu Atoll at 
2200 

2040 

Nagumo issues Message Order No. 75, ordering following changes: 
 
(1) Composition of Colombo attack force is changed to Organization No. 2, i.e., the 

B5Ns from Akagi, Soryu and Hiryu, and D3As from Shokaku and Zuikaku. 
(2) After the Colombo attack takes off, the D3As from Akagi, Soryu and Hiryu, and the 

B5Ns from Shokaku and Zuikaku will be on the ready in their hangars, with the B5Ns 
armed with torpedoes. 

(3) The E7Ks were to increase their search radius to 250 miles, while the E8Ns were to 
increase theirs to 180 miles.13 

2200 Cornwall and Dorestshire unmoor and proceed to sea 

2300 
Cornwall and Dorestshire reach the end of the cleared channel and head for Addu Atoll, 
course 220, speed 23 knots 



5 April – Sunday 

0015 Force A leaves Addu Atoll, steers 70 degrees at 18 knots.14   

0311 
Somerville instructs Arbuthnot to order Agar to rendezvous with him at 1600 on 5 April 
in position 00.58N, 77.36E. Arbuthnot relays this order to Agar at 0409. 

0600 KdB launches Colombo attack force and five search planes.  

0648 
Catalina BN-L sights one battleship and two cruisers in position 04.00N, 80.40E, course 
290. This position is about 150 miles from Cornwall and Dorsetshire. 

0700 Cornwall and Dorsetshire alter course to 185, to rendezvous with Force A at 1600.  

0703 Naval radio station at Colombo re-broadcasts BN-L’s sighting report of 0648. 

About 0748 The two E8Ns reach the end of their outward legs and turn right on to their doglegs.  

About 0748 Tone’s E7K crosses the track of Cornwall and Dorsetshire, ahead of them.   

About 0752 Abukuma’s E7K crosses the track of Cornwall and Dorsetshire, astern of them.  

About 0800 Agar receives BN-L’s 0648 sighting report and increases speed to 27.5 knots. 

About 0806 The two E8Ns reach the end of their doglegs and commence their return flights 

0828 Fuchida recommends a second strike against Colombo be launched 

0830 KdB alters course to 23015 

About 0830 The E7Ks reach the end of their outward legs and turn left to fly their dog legs.  

0852 
Nagumo orders CarDiv5 to rearm its B5Ns with bombs for an attack on Colombo.  A third 
of the D3As on the other carriers are to change their SAP bombs for land bombs. 

0855 
An Albacore from Indomitable sights an enemy seaplane 76 degrees and 150 miles from 
Force A. This was Chikuma’s E7K, which apparently did not notice the Albacore. 

0910 
Shokaku and Zuikaku start to remove torpedoes from their B5Ns and rearm them with 
800kg land bombs 

About 0912 The E7Ks reach the end of their dog legs and turn left to start their return flights 

1000 

Tone’s E7K sends following report: 
 
Sight what appears to be two enemy cruisers 268 degrees 150 nm from launch point. 
Course 160 degrees, speed 20 knots. 

1005 
Sighting report from Tone’s E7K is received by KdB. Tone and Chikuma immediately 
launch one E13A each to keep contact with the enemy ships and guide the attack force. 

1023 
Nagumo orders his carriers to prepare second wave aircraft to attack enemy cruisers. 
CarDiv5’s B5Ns are to be changed back to torpedoes “as far as possible”. 

1025 Recovery of the aircraft which attacked Colombo is completed  

1030 Nagumo orders his carriers to “Inform possible time” to launch attack on cruisers 

1050 
Nagumo orders that after the second wave is launched to attack the two enemy 
cruisers, the aircraft which attacked Colombo are to await orders in their hangars. The 
B5Ns are to be armed with torpedoes, depth set at 3 meters. 



1050 

Abukuma’s E7K sends following report:  
 
Sighted two enemy destroyers at 250 degrees 150 nm from launch point. Course 200 
degrees, speed 24 knots. 

1057 CarDiv5 reports that it expects to complete preparations to launch its B5Ns at 1300 

1100 Cornwall sights a wheeled single engine biplane a long way astern, perhaps 20 miles. 

1118 Nagumo orders the second wave to start launching at 1200 to attack enemy ships.   

1127 
Nagumo issues order saying that “Previously mentioned cruisers are actually destroyers” 
and that only the D3As from the second wave are to be launched to attack them 

1149-1203 Akagi, Hiryu and Soryu launch their D3As.  

1155 
Tone’s E13A reports two enemy cruisers bearing 235 degrees, 158 miles from its launch 
point, course 200 degrees, speed 26 knots. When Tone receives this report it 
immediately orders its E13A to confirm enemy ship type. 

1245 
Tone’s E13A reports that “Enemy cruisers are Kent-class.  There are no other ships in the 
vicinity of the enemy cruisers.  Visibility 20 miles.” 

1254 Egusa sights the British cruisers and sends a sighting report to KdB. 

Just before 
1257 

Dorsetshire and Cornwall sight two aircraft. One is 14 miles ahead and is judged to be 
friendly. The other, twin-float monoplane 10-14 miles astern, is considered hostile. 

1257 Agar reports being shadowed in position 2-12N, 77-47E. 

1310 
With the enemy ships confirmed as being cruisers, Nagumo orders CarDiv5 to attack the 
cruisers with their B5Ns and about half their D3As. 

1325 

Hara orders CarDiv5:  
 
Attack force launch at 1700 [1400 local]. Target Kent Type cruisers. Attack course 200 
degrees, distance 150 nm. 

1327 
Somerville receives a mutilated copy of Agar’s 1257 shadowing report, rebroadcast from 
Colombo. It is not identified as being from Dorsetshire until 1406. 

1329 Egusa orders the attack to start 

1338 Soryu’s D3As attack Cornwall. A few seconds later Hiryu’s D3As attack Dorsetshire 

1344 Warspite’s radar detects enemy aircraft at 300, 84 miles.  Echoes fade after five minutes. 

1345 
Akagi’s first chutai of nine D3As attacks Cornwall while its second chutai of eight D3As 
attacks Dorsetshire. One of the 17 bombs fails to release. 

1348 Dorsetshire sinks 

1351? Last bomb dropped on Cornwall (according to Cdr Fair’s report)   

1352 
Tone’s E13A reports:  
 
No. 1 and No. 2 ships on fire. No. 2 ship sinks.16 

1355 Cornwall sinks 



1355 
Egusa radios Two large cruisers sunk. Nagumo immediately puts the launch of CarDiv5’s 
aircraft on hold.  

1405 
Tone’s Type 0 reports seeing no enemy after searching 50 miles along the cruisers’ track 
to the southwest and KdB’s attack aircraft are stood down for the day.   

1411 Indomitable launches four Albacores to search ahead of Force A for the Japanese force 

1445 Akagi, Hiryu and Soryu complete the recovery of their D3As. 

1522 Albacore flown by Sub-Lt Streatfield reports wreckage in position 2-08N, 78-08E. 

1600 
Albacore flown by Sub-Lt Grant-Sturgis reports sighting an enemy force of 5 “unknowns” 
in position 3-38N, 78-18E. The Albacore is then attacked by Zeros from Hiryu. It escapes 
but the TAG is wounded and Grant-Sturgis heads back to Indomitable. 

1610? Streatfield sights KdB but is shot down at 1628 without sending a sighting report.   

1730 Somerville orders Agar to steer south.   

1815 
Grant-Sturgis lands back on Indomitable, reports that the enemy ships he saw at 1600 
were steering northwest. 

1840 Somerville alters course to the northwest and searches for KdB throughout the night.  

6 April 

1115 Somerville alters course toward the wreckage reported the previous evening. 

1300 Somerville sends Enterprise, Paladin and Panther ahead to search for survivors. 

1800-1900 Enterprise, Paladin and Panther rescue 1,122 survivors from Dorsetshire and Cornwall. 

7 April 

1600 
Enterprise, Paladin and Panther rejoin Force A. Enterprise and Paladin are then ordered 
to proceed to Addu Atoll. 

1601 Somerville asks Arbuthnot to send Vita to Addu Atoll.  

8 April 

0725 
Enterprise and Paladin arrive at Addu Atoll. Wounded survivors from Cornwall and 
Dorsetshire are transferred to the base ship HMS Haitan. 

1100 
Eastern Fleet arrives at Addu Atoll. Unwounded and walking wounded are transferred 
from Enterprise and Paladin to Resolution, Ramillies, Royal Sovereign and Revenge. 

9 April 

0200 Force B sails from Addu Atoll for Kilindini. Manwaring and Fair are aboard Revenge. 

0600 Force A sails from Addu Atoll for Bombay. Agar is aboard Enterprise. 

16 April 

1200 Vita arrives at Addu Atoll, loads 98 wounded survivors and sails for Durban. 

 

  



Appendix 3 – Bombing Results Recorded by Cornwall and Dorsetshire 
 
The following is from H.M. Ships Damaged or Sunk by Enemy Action 3rd SEPT. 1939 to 2nd Sept. 1945.  

It appears to be based on the reports submitted by Agar, Fair and Manwaring.  
 

Cornwall Dorsetshire 

 
Nine Direct Hits. Six Near Miss. 250-500 lbs. mixed delay 
and direct action fuzed Bombs. One Direct Hit direct action 
fuzed Oil Bomb [in addition to the other nine direct hits] 
 
Near Miss abreast the bridge, port side, flooded the port 
bulges, wrecked the L.P. room, and dislocated all electric 
power. The steering motors also failed. 
 
Direct Hit between the forward and centre funnel partially 
wrecked ‘A’ boiler room fan flat. 
 
Near Miss abreast the starboard hangar exploded close to 
the after engine room, as a result of which the engine room 
became flooded. 
 
Direct Hit, port side, between ‘X’ and ‘Y’ turrets. 
 
Direct Hit in neighborhood of the dynamo room. No.1 and 
No.2 dynamos were put out of action and a fire started. 
 
Direct Hit exploded on the starboard P.V. and splinters 
pierced ‘B’ barbette. 
 
Near Miss abreast foremast, starboard side. The main 
steam pipe joint leaked, and the boiler room was 
evacuated due to flooding and escaping steam. 
 
Direct Hit in vicinity of main switchboard room, starboard 
side. Severe damage was caused and the compartment was 
evacuated due to flooding. 
 
Direct Hit in the sick bay flat caused a fire, and many 
important personnel were killed. 
 
Direct Hit on the waterline abreast hangar, starboard side, 
burst in the forward engine room. The main steam pipe 
was cut, and a fire started. The compartment was 
evacuated. 
 
Direct Hit in the recreation space. Killed first aid parties. 
 
Near Miss under the fore end, port side. "B” boiler room 
was open to the sea, and all boilers were shut down 
temporarily. 
 
Near Miss peart side of ‘B" boiler room caused the 
compartment to be evacuated, due to flooding. 
 
Direct Hit with an oil bomb on S.1 H.A. mounting. 
 
Direct Hit on quarter deck killed important personnel. 
 
Near Miss abreast the catapult, port side, caused bulges in 
the vicinity to be flooded. Power and circuits to all 
armament failed shortly after the hits. 
 
In less than five minutes, all power, main W/T and 
telephones were out of action. Both boiler rooms and 
engine rooms flooded rapidly. The port gunwale was 
awash, and the starboard outer propeller was breaking 
surface. Vessel heeled 70° to port and sank by the bows 
twelve minutes after the first attack. 

 
Ten Direct Hit. Several Near Miss. 250-500 lbs mixed 
delay and direct action fuzed bombs. […]  
 
Direct Hit on the quarter deck put the steering gear 
out of action.  
 
Direct Hit on the catapult wrecked both W/T offices.  
 
Direct Hit port side amidships put all the A.A. 
armament on the port side, with the exception of 
the pom-pom, out of action.  
 
Direct Hit through the base of the foremost funnel 
put ’A' boiler room and S.1 H.A. mounting out of 
action.  
 
Direct Hit on the quarterdeck put 'X’ turret out of 
action and flooded the magazine. 
 
Direct Hit through the base of the after funnel 
caused the H.A. Magazine to explode, and put both 
pom-poms out of action.  
 
The ship heeled heavily to port within five minutes 
of the first attack. Serious fires occurred on the 
upper and stoker's mess deck. All communications, 
W/T and A.A. armament except the .5 inch machine 
guns were out of action. The ship sustained damage 
from several near misses during the attack, and later 
sustained four more direct hits. The vessel lost 
speed, heeled heavily to port, turned over on her 
side, and sank, stern first, about 8 minutes after the 
first attack. 



The following are extracted from Cdr Fair’s report of 13 April 1942: 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



Appendix 4 – Admiralty Bomb Plot for Cornwall17 
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